LINCOLN AND THE UNION
plained elsewhere.I The central fact in the story
is his virtual change of attitude, in the summer of
1864. The Confederate agent at Paris complained
of a growing coolness. Before the end of the sum-
mer, the Confederate Secretary of State was bit-
ter in his denunciation of Napoleon for having
deserted the South. Napoleon's puppet Maxi-
milian refused to receive an envoy from the Con-
federacy. Though Washington did not formally
protest against the presence of Maximilian in
Mexico, it declined to recognize his Government.,
and that Government continued unrecognized at
Washington throughout the war.
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